There's a lot been found out about podatoes since he learnt to
dig them."
"Then you did not come in to search for God?" said the black
girl.
"Diwle a search" said the Irishman. "Sure God can search for
me if he wants me. My own belief is that he's not all that he sets up
to be. He's not properly made and finished yet. There's somethin
in us that's dhrivinat him, and somethin out of us that's dhrivm at
him: that's certain; and the only other thing that's certain is that
the somethin makes plenty of mistakes in thryin to get there.
We'v got to find out its way for it as best we can, you and I; for
there's a hell of a lot of other people thinkin of nothin But their
own bellies." And he spat on his hands and went on digging.
Both the black girl and the old gentleman thought the Irish-
man rather a coarse fellow (as indeed he was); but as he was use-
ful and would not go away, they did their best to teach him nicer
habits and refine his language. But nothing would ever persuade
him that God was anything more solid and satisfactory than an
eternal but as yet unfulfilled purpose, or that it could ever be ful-
filled if the fulfilment were not made reasonably easy and hopeful
by Socialism.
Still, when they had taught him manners and cleanliness they
got used to him and even to his dreadful jokes. One day the old
gentleman said to her "It is not right that a fine young woman
like you should not have a husband and children. I am much too
old for you; so you had better marry that Irishman."
As she had become very devoted to the old gentleman she was
fearfully angry at first at his wanting her to marry anyone else,
and even spent a whole night planning to drive the Irishman out
of the place with her knobkerry. She could not bring herself to
admit that the old gentleman had been born sixty years too early
for her, and must in the course of nature die and leave her without
a companion. But the old gentleman rubbed these fiat facts into
her so hard that at last she gave in; and the two went together
into the kitchen garden and told the Irishman that she was going
to marry him.
69

